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Metropolitan Railway — Ellenbrook Extension — Statement by Minister for Transport 

Resumed from 6 April. 

Motion 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: I move — 

That the statement be noted. 

This ministerial statement was made by the Minister for Transport on Tuesday, 5 May 2009 in regard to the 
Ellenbrook rail extension. The minister rose to inform the house about the extension of the rail network. 
According to the statement, the Public Transport Authority commenced the required work at the end of April 
2009 to study the feasibility of the railway link, and would provide the government with a preliminary report by 
the end of August 2009. The minister said — 

I assure the house and the community that there is no cancellation of plans, nor is there any decision not 
to proceed with planning for public transport links to Ellenbrook.  

I rise to speak on this matter because when I became a member of Parliament in March 2010, the issue of public 
transport to Ellenbrook was the first issue that was raised with me. By the time I had become a member in March 
2010, no-one I spoke to believed that the promise of a railway link would be honoured and, of course, it has not 
come to fruition. That said, public transport in Ellenbrook is a matter of real concern and was the first issue that 
was raised with me when I became a member for the East Metropolitan Region. The first function that I attended 
was the City of Swan mayoral dinner on 1 May, which was held just over a month after I was sworn in. I 
happened to be seated next to one of the librarians from the Ellenbrook library who also lives in Ellenbrook. 
Obviously, I asked her what her concerns were, and after we had had a long and interesting talk about the 
importance of libraries and reading, we talked about other concerns that she had. The first concern which she 
raised with me and which she said was of most concern to people who lived in Ellenbrook and the surrounding 
area was the lack of public transport. This issue has been raised with me continually and repeatedly, and 
continues to be raised by me. It has been raised with me every time I met with Mayor Charlie Zannino and the 
City of Swan councillors. It has been raised with me by constituents, and for that reason I raised the matter with 
the City of Swan very soon after I became a member. 

I refer to a letter that I received shortly after I became a member and first raised this issue. On 16 August 2010, I 
received a letter from Mr Paul Trotman, the manager for strategic planning at the City of Swan. I had been a 
member for a few months and I had written to and sought advice from the City of Swan. I will share, in part, the 
response that I received to my letter — 

Dear Ms Savage 

RE: Public Transport Facilities in Ellenbrook 

Thank you for your request for information on the provision of public transport to Ellenbrook. 

A Community Perceptions Survey (April 2009) run by Catalyse for the City of Swan indicated that 
access to public transport is a concern (with a 49% dissatisfaction rating in the Ellenbrook Place 
Planning Area). This concern is shared by a Business Perceptions Survey for the City of Swan in April 
2009 … which indicated that 67% of respondents were dissatisfied with local access to public transport. 
Not surprisingly, improved public transport to Ellenbrook is a high priority for residents and business. 

The City of Swan is committed to continued lobbying for improved public transport in Ellenbrook and 
for public transport connections to major destinations. This commitment extends to continuing to lobby 
for a train line to service Ellenbrook and for a ‘Park ‘n’ Ride’ service in Ellenbrook. 

I received that letter in August 2010 in response to the inquiries that I had made. 

On 15 July 2010, Mr Rod Wahl visited my office. He was, at that time, the chairperson of the Ellenbrook 
residents association. He had a number of concerns, but the number one concern was public transport—in 
particular, the election promise for a rail line. My list goes on. I am trying to illustrate the number and the range 
of people who have raised this issue with me and for whom it continues to be an issue despite the introduction of 
the bus service to the Bassendean train station. I will speak about that later. Apart from the concerns raised by 
constituents and the City of Swan, the lack of adequate public transport has also been raised with me by the staff 
at the Cool Room—the youth facility in Bonney Lane that members from the East Metropolitan Region are 
perhaps familiar with; the child health nurses from the Ellenbrook Child Health Centre at 2 Highpoint Boulevard 
whom I am in contact with on a regular basis; the women who run the Munchkins Pre-Kindy program in Everard 
Avenue; and, also, the staff at the Woodlake Childcare Centre. I was asked repeatedly about the Barnett 
government’s promise of a rail line, although, as I have said, I think the attitude is that that is a promise that will 
not be fulfilled. I was also repeatedly asked why there was no decent bus service directly from Ellenbrook to 
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Midland. On weekdays the Ellenbrook–Midland 335 direct bus service leaves Ellenbrook twice in the morning—
at 7.14 am and at 8.46 am. The only direct return bus service leaves Midland at 3.30 pm and 4.25 pm. Of course, 
there is no service at all on Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays. 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: I think that I will continue, Hon Simon O’Brien because, as it happens, I am coming to 
you because you were the Minister for Transport. 

Committee interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 

[Continued on page 2871.]  

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm  
 


